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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,4-16, 18-20, 22-24 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Wing So U.S. Publication no. 2002/0109879. 

Regarding claims 4, 10, 16 and 24, Wing So discloses in Figure 1, a method and 
system provide capacity efficient restoration within an optical fiber communication 
system comprising: 

associating a first route with a first channel (e.g, a channel of a DWDM 
signal) of two or more channels in a first physical link (figure 1, link AB-1); 

associating a second route with a second channel (e.g, a channel of a 
DWDM signal) of the two or more channels in a second physical link (figure 1, link AB- 
2); 

selecting the second route as a diverse alternate route to re-establish a 
connection upon failure of the first route, by comparing the first physical link identifier 
that is associated with the first route with the second physical link that is associated with 
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the second route and selecting the second route when the first physical link is different 
from the second physical link (page 9, paragraph 0209, page 10, paragraphs 0220- 
0222). 

Regarding claim 20, Wing So- discloses in figure 3, a controller (e.g., Ctrl or 
DSP) that inherently including a processor operable to receive instruction to execute the 
OXC (pages 35-36, paragraphs 0796, 0814-0825). 

Regarding claim 1, Wing So discloses the communication system further 
comprising : 

associating a first route with a first channel (e.g, a channel of a DWDM 
signal) of two or more channels in a first DWDM link (figure 1 , link AB-1 );and 
associating a second route with a second channel (e.g, a channel of a DWDM signal) of 
two or more channels in a first DWDM link (figure 1, link AB-1); 

associating a third route with a third channel (e.g., a channel of a DWDM 
signal) of two or more channels in a second DWDM link (figure 1 , link AB-2), the first 
route, the second route and the third route providing similar connection (e.g., from OXC 
A to OXC B), the first DWDM link (e.g, link AB-1) being different from the second 
DWDM link (e.g, link AB-2), the first physical link is associated with a first physical link 
identifier (e.g, link AB-1) and the second physical link is associated with a second 
physical link identifier (e.g, link AB-2); 

selecting the third route as a diverse alternate route to re-establish a 
connection that used the first route, by comparing the first physical link identifier with the 
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second physical link identifier (page 9, paragraph 0209, page 10, paragraphs 0220- 
0222). 

Regarding claims 5, 1 1 , Wing So clearly discloses in figures 1 and 3, the first 
route and the diverse alternate route provide connections to similar nodes. 

Regarding claims 6, 7, 12 and 13, Wing So clearly discloses the first physical 
link identifier (e.g, link AB-1) and a second physical link identifier (e.g, link AB-2) are 
implemented with a routing protocol, wherein the routing protocol is a private network to 
network interface (PNNI) routing protocol (page 9, paragraph 0209, page 10, 
paragraphs 0220-0222, page 35, paragraph 793). 

Regarding claims 8, 9, 14 and 15, Wing So further discloses a system having a 
horizontal link information group and a capacities information group (page 25, 
paragraph 0528). 

Regarding claims 18, 19, 22, 23 and 27, Wing So disclosesthe second physical 
link identifier is implemented in a PNNI protocol (page 35, paragraph 793) 

Regarding claim 26 further discloses means for comparing the first physical 
link with a second physical link (e.g., DSP; page 9, paragraph 0209, page 10, 
paragraphs 0220-0222). 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4-16, 18-20, 22-24 and 26-27 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dzung D Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3025. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan, can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Dzung Tran 
06/10/2006 



